Saint Louis Mardi Gras 2010! - Let the Good Times Roll!

Mark Twain
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"Mardi-Gras is of course a relic of the French and Spanish occupation; but | judge that the religious feature has been
pretty well knocked out of it now. Sir Walter has got the advantage of the gentlemen of the cowl and rosary, and he will
stay. His medieval business, supplemented by the monsters and the oddities, and the pleasant creatures from fairy-land,
is finer to look at than the poor fantastic inventions and performances of the reveling rabble of the priest's day, and
serves quite as well, perhaps, to emphasize the day and admonish men that the grace-line between the worldly season
and the holy one is reached."

- Life on the Mississippi
(Harper & Brothers, 1896), by Mark Twain
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